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Pastor's Column

Tragedy upon tragedy. Just when you think you have seen it all or you have had enough, along comes more
tragedy.

I think a lot of people have struggled over the past 2 years, most notably with the Covid-19 pandemic; it’s
almost as if we have been stalked by a silent enemy. This has left an indelible imprint upon us that will last at
least one generation and somewhere in the future, stories will be told about how we struggled and how we
coped and managed to pull through.

While the pandemic has been traumatic, it does in some respects seem to pale in comparison to the suffering
that is being experienced in Ukraine, with the Russian invasion of that country and the war waged upon the
people.

I am not sure why this particular conflict has hit us so hard, but maybe we are more tired and vulnerable and
raw because of the last 2 years and this conflict may seem like tragedy is piling on. The world needs a break
and yet things seem to get worse. We are almost half a world away and yet this seems so close and so painful.

The immediate effects of war and maybe even the pandemic is plain for all to see, but we probably haven’t even
begun to acknowledge the injuries or the scars that will remain for a long time. In the end, lives are lost or
forever changed because of senseless violence. We stare into the face of evil; we are numbed by these events
and others. So, what do we do? Where do we turn?

Sometimes people talk about sending their prayers to the dead, to the injured, to the loved ones of those who
died. Some may dispute the need for prayer, but for most of us, prayer might be all that we are left with; it
seems as if there is little we can do. In the face of such tragedy, we may feel totally helpless. So we pray.

We call upon God, to impress God’s will and ways among those who lead, that we cannot resort to violence
upon violence. We can call upon God to remind us of what God has intended for this world. Human beings
cannot do this; we need the power of God to move us to stop violence and inculcate love.



We pray and we thank God for providing us with those who are willing to sacrifice to respond, to help, to heal,
to rescue, to comfort and console.

We pray and we thank God for signs of human community that has the power to bring people together to
provide consolation and healing.

We pray because we feel hopeless and we need hope. We despair and yet our prayer brings hope, believing in
faith that God will care for the dead in eternity, will heal those injured, will comfort those grieving. We pray in
hope that someone will make changes to this world which will hopefully lead to less violence and increased
safety in order to reduce the chances of accidents.

We pray because it brings us some closure. We pray and commend the dead to God’s eternal care; we believe
in the future of God in eternity. We acknowledge death and devastation but our prayer reminds us that death
does not have the final word in our lives. God does.

We pray because we need to see God. As we pray we get a sense that we see God in the amazing acts of
bravery, of helping, of charity of consolation. We see God in action through the lives and words and deeds of
ordinary people. Every act of love and compassion is an act of God. Disaster, war, violence, displacement, is
not an act of God.

Our prayer reminds us that the love of God is paramount and rules over all. It is that love of God which gives
us strength and hope and propels us forward. Life goes on and we must continue living a life that honours God
which in turn honours fellow human beings and honours this earth that God has created.

And prayer brings peace. We can’t always explain this peace or rationalize it, but somehow we gain a sense of
peace. We can’t explain it because it is the peace of God, the peace that surpasses all human understanding, the
peace we have experienced through Christ. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John
14:27)

In the face of all that happens, may it ever be so.

The Peace of Christ be with you,
Pastor Roland

Council Corner

In our last council meeting we were joined by our new members, Shawna, Corrine and Mike. We held
elections for the new positions and are thrilled to have Linda as Chairperson, Corrine as Vice —
Chairperson, Shawna as Secretary and Judy for Treasurer. We could not elect a Financial Secretary
at this time however, one will be appointed soon.

We are happy to announce that the restorations are coming along nicely and should be finished soon.
Thank you for all your patience while the church was under construction!



As a church council we want to Thank You for your financial contributions. Our church works and
comes together when something needs to be fixed, updated and or replaced. The church is truly
blessed!

In our meeting we also addressed the heat pump and how it needs to be replaced. Due to the new
school, rental groups, administration and church service, the council has decided to pass a motion to
have it replaced. Let the hot water flow freely!

Council wants to give Lynn a big shout out for all her hard work even though she has limited mobility.
We underestimate how much she does, goes above and beyond and with having her off it really
shows. Thank You Lynn!

We hope you all had a lovely Easter! Being back in the church was something special even more so
that it was Easter service. Pastor did a Beautiful job on his sermon and Shawna sang an amazing
tear-jerking song. It was so nice to see so many familiar and missed faces.

Stephanie,
Council Member

With all your heart you must trust the Lord and not your own judgement. Always let Him lead you, and He will
clear the road for you to follow. - Proverbs 3:5-6

MOTHER / DAUGHTER LUNCHEON
SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2022
11:00 to 1:00
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Potluck lunch - finger food (savoury or sweet)

Beverages, plates, napkins and cups will be provided

We would appreciate your bringing your own serving tool for your dish (and
please note that you will need to take any leftovers home with you).

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex at the Church but it you would rather,
you can call the office at (604) 467-4343 to let us know if you plan to attend and, if so, how
many people would be in your party.

If you have a story or a poem that you would like to share about mothers and/or daughters,
please let us know — or bring it with you to the luncheon.

Hope to see you there!



QUILTERS
Meet Tuesday mornings, 9 am at the Church
Come for quilting and Fellowship!

Helping hands always welcome!

Saturday Night Community Meals

Several years ago, St. Paul’s joined the cadre of congregations in Maple Ridge who were hosting the Saturday
Night Community Meals, located at Golden Ears United Church. With the onset of the Covid pandemic 2
years ago, the program and our participation, had been put on hold.

Recently the group of congregations involved with this ministry, et to begin a discussion with the aim of starting
again.

The ministry is not asking congregations to provide a whole set of volunteers. Rather, they are building a group
of volunteers who will be part of an email listing. Each week, an organizer will send out an email looking for
volunteers for the up-coming Saturday. If a person wishes to volunteer, they can respond to the email.

If you would like to be involved, as an individual volunteer, please contact Pastor Roland at the church, to get
the necessary contact information in order to be a part of the list of volunteers.

The ministry will begin to do a “soft start,” commencing April 30th, continuing through to June and then an
evaluation will take place to gauge response of guests and volunteer congregations. The “soft start” will
incorporate take-out meals only, but providing several tables for people who wanted to stay and eat and
socialize. Masks will be necessary until a person is seated.

Starting April 30th, the format would be:

1) 5:30 start — volunteer servers and food providers to come 4:45 - 5:00 p.m. Meal concludes at 6:30 and
clean up by 7:00.

2) Three tables will be set up at the front breezeway: 1 for take away supplies/sundries (bags would be
available) 1 for food and 1 for coffee/tea/other beverages. A volunteer will be needed for each table.

3) Two tables with 6 chairs each will be set up in the covered area leading to the hall. People would be
offered a chance to sit and eat their meal.

Volunteers Needed:

3 for the outside (this would include set up and take down);

2 to 3 to dish out food inside;

1 runner

1 for monitoring/security (If a washroom was requested by a guest this person would escort and monitor. This
person would also greet guests, remind them of social distancing etc.)




Supplies Needed:

- Coffee, cream, sugar, cups. If coffee is prepared at the church, would need to be started by 4:30.
- Hand sanitizer (1 for each table).

- Masks on hand should a guest not have one.

Food Needed: We will monitor the response and see if more people start to attend but for now it will remain the
same: 3 casseroles; 2 vegetables dishes; 2 meat dishes. This has usually provided 30 meals. Sandwiches will
continue to be provided. Desserts continue to be appreciated and we will continue to ask for them to be in
baggies suitable for giving out.

Once again, I you would like to volunteer to participate in this ministry, please connect with Pastor Roland in
order to get the necessary contact information.
STEWARDSHIP 2021/22: AYEAR OF BLESSINGS!

On Sunday, May 8th, we begin the seventh month of our annual Stewardship theme g
which we are calling, A YEAR OF BLESSINGS. ‘ “
Within our overall theme of a Year Of Blessings, we recognize that our blessings come v ok | in
different ways and contexts. During the month of May, we acknowledge the blessings of mothers and there is
no better day to begin than on May 8th, with Mothers’ Day.

As we consider the blessings of our mothers, we ask: How did your mother influence your life and faith? How
were you blessed?

As we return to the sanctuary for worship, we will have the opportunity to use our Tree of Blessings in the
narthex. Our symbol for May will be a yellow flower, likely a daffodil. You are invited to take one at any time
during the month of May and write on the back of the yellow flower, noting how you were influenced by your
mother and how that blessed your life.

We look forward to hearing from you and sharing with you, as we continue to share our YEAR OF
BLESSINGS!

Pastor Roland is on vacation
May 2nd — May 9th,
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