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Pastor's Column 

 
Hello, my friends, 

An exciting new year is upon us, with new beginnings and new avenues for transformation. After enduring 
the wait of Advent and then the glorious birth of our Lord, we find ourselves in the season of discovery 
and realization as we walk through the church calendar and witness the early life of Jesus as a child and 
the early signs of who he is.   

St. Paul is now venturing forth into a new era with the advent of a new pastor, Pastor Eric, arriving in 
February. This opens a new and ongoing chapter in St. Paul’s rich history. The waiting is over. It has been 
well over two years, and I am amazed that I have been with you this long. 

Over the past two years, I have enjoyed getting to know the community at St. Paul’s. My commute to 
Maple Ridge over the years has been filled with beauty, especially as I approach the mountains on the 
way to Sunday worship. I no longer get lost and could now do the drive in my sleep!  

You are a friendly and creative community, and I have enjoyed my time with you throughout this season. 
Much has changed over the past two years in this transition to a steady pastor. With that change comes 
recognition of what was had and what is no longer, and more importantly, where things can go. The future 
is hopeful in this New Year, and I rejoice with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church as you embrace your hopes for 
the future. 

Thank you for partnering with Christ the King Lutheran Church to share their pastor. While the ideal in 
these situations is to have a full-time interim pastor, the reality of the church often makes that 
impossible. That impossibility makes it possible for us to reach out to one another as a Christian 
community, and that is a benefit.  

With that in mind, the time shared has been appreciated. I have really enjoyed the connections that I 
have made amongst you all and the insights you have given me. My experience with you shall always be 
intrinsically connected to my ministerial experience. In all communities, there are difficulties; however, 
those difficulties do not overshadow the community's overall supportive nature and direction. 

I hear more than ever the words of Luther reminding us of God’s Grace, of God’s enduring love and 
acceptance of us despite what sometimes appears to us, and feels to us, alien. Yet, through it all, we are 
reminded that the love of Christ surpasses all knowledge and fills us with the fullness of God. 

about:blank


I am deeply thankful that I have been invited to spend this time with you and that, through it, I will forever 
be marked by our experience together and strengthened by our unity. Thank you for the journey. 

God’s Blessing, 

Pr. Nicolas 

 
 

Join us for lunch on Sunday, January 18th  as we say ‘Goodbye and Thank you’ to  
Pastor Nicolas Alexandre. 

 
 

 

 
 

Update on Pastor Erik Parker 
 
Pastor Erik and his wife, Pastor Courtenay, sold their home in 
Winnipeg very quickly making it possible for him to confirm a 
starting date of February 1, 2026—which just happens to be a 
Sunday! 
 
In addition to preparing for Christmas, the family is busy packing 
their belongings while looking for a new home in the Lower 
Mainland (likely somewhere between New Westminster and 
Maple Ridge). 
 

 
 

Gary  

On Behalf of Church Council 
 

 



COUNCIL CORNER 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I write this as a relatively new member of the congregation.  All of this is new to me.  And I mean 
everything!  I was baptized by Pastor Roland just before he left St. Paul’s.  I very much relate to the 
sermon given by Pastor Reinhardt on November 30th when he said that Jesus is persistent: “He knocks 
and knocks and knocks.”  This was the case for me.  I did not grow up with Church or Faith.  My father had 
trauma-induced fear and mistrust in both.  But Jesus kept on knocking.  My mom has told me many times 
that as a very young child I kept asking questions about why we are here, where did we come from, what 
is this “thing” that connects us?  Jesus was knocking. 

I fought that knocking for a long time; did my best to ignore it.  But as I began to learn about myself, as I 
diverged from those original teachings and started to follow my own path, I found I could no longer resist 
the pull of Christ.  I started attending St. Paul’s with my amazingly good friends, Jim and Elaine.  I would 
like to thank everyone at St. Paul’s for being so accepting of me; so supportive.  I feel like I have truly 
found a home here.  Thank you. 

And now as a congregation, we enter a new year with exciting change in the form of a new Pastor!  I am so 
excited to see where Pastor Parker takes us. 

I end with a bible quote that I feel ties in with my thoughts above, and another big thank you to you all. 

Zephaniah 3:17 

17 The Lord your God is in your midst, 
A mighty one who will save; 

He will rejoice over you with gladness; 
He will quiet you by his love; 

He will exult over you with loud singing. 
 

Peace be with you, 
Susan  
Church Council 

 

 
 

 
 

To everyone who so generously donated items to the Jesse Tree during 

Advent.   
 



                                                                                                                                                       
                                  

 
 
 
 
 

 

As you can see from the graph below, our Offertory Giving took a huge upward spike in the month of 

November.  We were very blessed to receive an anonymous donation in the amount of $62,729.30 

through Canada Helps.  

 

For those of you who aren’t familiar with Canada Helps, it is a registered charity dedicated to increasing 

charitable giving.  It supports 86,000 charities across Canada. 

A donation of this size, as expected, significantly changes our overall financial picture for 2025.  Year-

to-date offertory giving is now over $73,000 ahead of Prior Year, an increase of almost 64%. 

It is extremely difficult to find the right words to describe our emotions upon receipt of this wonderful 

gift.  I believe the image below comes close: 

 

Gary, Treasurer & Financial Secretary 
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Roof Replacement—Walkway & Signboard 

                          

 

                   

                

 



Kelly Brack and his team from Town & Country Roofing started work on the walkway and signboard roofs on 

November 12th.  They finished their portion of the work by end of day on the 14th. 

Over the course of the next week and a half or so, Mike arranged for Blue Jay Siding & Gutters to replace the 

gutters and downpipes. Mike’s team from Helping Hands Service painted the underside of the walkway roof 

including the new addition between the walkway roof and the main roof.   

To finish off the job, Mike replaced the lights in the ceiling of the walkway and the four pot lights just outside our 

double main doors. We cannot close the book on this project without acknowledging  

                                                             TO 

• Mike and Judy for donating $2000 to this project AND for paying all costs associated with the new 

gutters, downpipes, painting, walkway lights and pot lights; and to 

• the ELW for donating $750 to this project 

 

We are  

 

 

Gary 

On Behalf of the Property Committee 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING REPORTS 

 

Group reports for ELW, Quilters, Altar Guild, Admin, Personnel, 
Outreach, Worship Committee and Church Council are due into the 
church office by Sunday, January 25th. 
 

If possible, please send reports to the church office by email as an 
attachment.                 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
On November 29th, St. Paul’s was, once again, a TOY 
DEPOT to assist the Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Christmas 
Hamper Society. 
 
 
 

to Shawna and Trudy volunteering 
their time for this very worthwhile community charity. 
 
Shawna tells me that the day was very successful with lots of toys collected that will help put a smile 
on the faces of many children in our community during the coming Christmas season. 
 

Gary  

 
 
 



 

 

St. Paul’s 

Annual General Meeting 
Sunday, February 22nd – 11:30 am  

 

Celebrate another year of ministry and talk together to make decisions for the future of YOUR church. 
 

This is also the time for you to help select new leaders for your church.  If we want our congregation to grow 

and be a positive force in our community, it is absolutely necessary to select leaders that bring the right 

priorities, a positive attitude and a willingness to serve.   
 

Sometimes God chooses us when we least expect it – so if you are “chosen” by the Nominating Committee – 

please prayerfully consider whether this is God “calling you” to do his work in ways you may not have thought 

of before!  
 

You don’t have to wait to be asked!  Talk to Allyson, Susan, Charrise, Cheryl, Sarolta and Shawna for more 

information. 

 
 
 
    

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, January 4th  -  Pastor Cliff Reinhardt 

 

Sunday, January 11th  - Pastor Cliff Reinhardt 

 

Sunday, January 18th  - Pastor Nic 
                       

Sunday, January 25th  – Pastor Vickie Wong 

  
 

 

 

Sunday Readings –January 2026 
 

Second Sunday of Christmas – January 4    Second Sunday after Epiphany – January 18 

Jeremiah 31:7-14               (white)   Isaiah 49:1-7   (green) 

Psalm 147:12-20              Psalm 40:1-11                         

Ephesians 1:3-14                 1 Corinthians 1:1-9   

John 1:1-18       John 1:29-42 

 

Baptism of Our Lord – January 11    Third Sunday after Epiphany – January 25th 

Isaiah 42:1-9   (white)   Isaiah 9:1-4   (green) 

Psalm 29           Psalm 27:1, 4-9    

Acts 10:34-43         1 Corinthians 1:10-18  

Matthew 3:13-17      Matthew 4:12-23 

 

 
 
 



 
    
   

 
THANK YOU and A BLESSED NEW YEAR! 

As we come to the end of the calendar year we 

want to thank each and every one of you for your 

stewardship of God’s blessing and the way you 

have shared your time, talent and treasures to 

further the mission and ministry of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church.  We have celebrated in 

worship, gathered for fellowship and learned 

together in various settings.  We give God thanks 

for your faith and love and generous spirits! God 

Bless!  
 

 

 
 
 

 Thanks to all who 
purchased   

  gifts for the residents of 
Beckman House, and to 
those who came to share 
fellowship when we 
delivered the gifts.  Your 
support is appreciated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

  



 

 

 
   

 

 

 


